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Which Court is Right for You 

Court Units GPA / Prereqs. Interests, Goals How/When to 

Apply 

Orange County 

Superior  Court 

 

3 units 

(10 hrs weekly) 

No GPA req. 

 Completed Evidence 
 Cal. Civ Pro, Crim Pro 

helpful, depending on 
court, but not nec. 

 Decent grades in LRW, 
Civ. Pro, Evidence 
helpful 

 Work w/ judge 
 Civil, criminal or family 

court 
 learn CA law and court 

system 
 Able to find answers 

independently (“self-
starter”) 
 

 Requires pre-
screening 

 Email Prof. 
Larmore resume 
and unofficial 
transcript 

 2-3 months before 
desired semester 

Bankruptcy Court 5 units 

(20 hrs weekly) 

 

 Top 50% (approx) 
 BK class not required  

 Work w/ clerk, judge 
 Federal procedures 
 Good exposure to 

federal court 
 Interest in BK, tax, 

corporate law, or 
general litigation 

 Quick pace 
 

 Apply directly 
 See listings on 

Externship page, 
then contact Prof. 
Larmore for clerks’ 
email  

 3 months before 
desired semester 
 

California Court of 

Appeal 

7-10 units 

(30-40 hrs 

weekly) 

 Top 20% 
 Crim Pro, Evidence, Con 

Law helpful (at least 
concurrent enrollment 
in 1) 

 

 Work more w/ research 
attorneys 

 Learn CA law and court 
system 

 Interest in crim, family, 
or any CA practice area 

 Heavy writing focus at 
slower pace 

 Apply directly 
 See listings on 

Externship page, 
then contact Prof. 
Larmore for clerks’ 
email  

 3-4 months before 
desired semester 
 

U.S. District Court 

and Ninth Circuit 

7-10 units 

(30-40 hrs 

weekly) 

 

 Top 20% 
 Crim Pro, Evidence, Con 

Law helpful (at least 
concurrent enrollment 
in 1) 

 Law review, moot court 
helpful 

 Work more w/ clerks 
 Good exposure to 

federal court 
 Interest in all federal 

practice areas 
 Heavy writing focus, 

pace differs 
 

 Apply directly 
 See listings on 

Externship page, 
then contact Prof. 
Larmore for clerks’ 
email  

 4-5  months before 
desired semester 

  

Admin. Courts 

(various) 

 

 

3-5 units 

(10-20 hrs 

weekly) 

 

 No GPA req. 
 Admin law helpful; 

other classes to take 
depend on court 

 

 

 Work with law clerks 
and judges, depending 
on court 

 Good exposure to 
admin law generally, 
employment, health 
care, and immigration 
law 

 Apply directly 
 See listings on 

Externship page or 
Symplicity 

 Deadlines vary 
 

 


