
Dodge College of Film and Media Arts 
B.A. in Public Relations and Advertising  

 
Evaluation Rubric:  WRITTEN COMMUNICATION 

 
Sample # _________    Total Score ____________ 
 

Criteria                         Needs improvement Acceptable Excellent 
1.  Organization: 
Does the writing flow in a logical manner 
from one paragraph to the next leading to a 
supported conclusion?  

The writing was illogical or disjointed and 
failed to form a cohesive argument.  
 
               1                2                3        

The writing generally followed a logical flow 
with the exception of one or two areas. 
 
          4                5                6              7  

Substance is coherently presented and 
logically organized. The writing is compelling. 
 
             8                9                10        

2.  Content:  
Does the writing identify a topic and purpose 
and support it with relevant and accurate 
information. 

The piece failed to present a clear 
communication objective and would be 
unlikely to connect with its target audience  
               1                2                3        
 

The piece delivered a clear message that its 
intended audience would understand, but 
did not break out of conventional 
parameters. 
 
 
          4                5                6              7        

The piece was characterized by a compelling 
writing that would speak to its target 
audience and clearly deliver the key message  
 
             8                9                10        

3.  Conventions 
Does the writing follow grammatical 
conventions, punctuation and is a style 
established and maintained throughout 
 

More than six typos, grammatical, 
punctuation, spelling and style errors 
demonstrating lack of knowledge or skills 
 
 
              1                2                3        
 

Although grammatical, punctuation, style 
and spelling errors are made, a reasonable 
knowledge of the conventions has been 
demonstrated 
 
 
         4                5                6              7        

Grammar, punctuation, spelling and style are 
soundly maintained and errors are kept to a 
minimum 
 
 
 
            8                9                10        

4. Form 
The writing displays a clear command of the 
structure and form for the particular media 

. 
The piece does not follow the proper form 
for the particular medium 
             1                2                3        
 

 
The piece general follow the proper form for 
the media with the exception of a few errors 
 
         4                5                6              7        

. 
The piece is written in the proper form for 
the particular medium 
 
             8                9                10  

5. Creativity:  
Was the work original or was it predictable 
and/or derivative? 

The writing showed little originality. 
 
             1                2                3     
    

The writing communicated its message 
clearly, if conventionally. 
          4                5                6              7        

The writing offered fresh ideas and original 
thinking in all aspects of its execution. 
               8                9                10        

 


