Laura Scudder Women’s Studies Scholarship Application Essay
One year ago I was an eighteen‐year‐old pursuing a B.A. in English. Like most eighteen‐year‐olds
pursuing a B.A. in English, I didn’t know quite what I wanted to do after graduation.
Then, by some stroke of luck, I took Women’s Studies 101 in the Spring of my first year. This class
absolutely changed my life. It helped me realize something that was in me for a very long time: I was put
on this earth for women.
As an English Major and a writer, I believe writing to be one of the most effective ways I can help
women. I aspire to be like the strong female writers I admire— such as Cheryl Strayed, Jessica Valenti,
Malala Yousafzai, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Lindy West— whose works produce a deeper
understanding of women’s complex and varied experiences.
I have published several articles on issues relating specifically to collegiate women in The Panther. I also
wrote a thirty‐five page feminist manifesto about sexism in the 2016 election for my Foundations of
Rhetorical Studies class in the Fall. As an English major, I am compelled to write essays continuously. My
writing tends to relate back to the feminist experience.
Beyond my academic involvements, through my sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta, I have written many
speeches redefining the meaning of Greek life and its relation to feminism. These speeches were meant
to inspire the women of my chapter to reimagine their power and leadership abilities; but also to
become aware of the problematic roots of Greek life and how we can change and progress.
My immediate plans, as of now, for post‐graduation are either two years in the Peace Corps or going
directly to law school. In the Peace Corps I will request to be sent to an all‐girls school in a developing
nation, preferably in the Middle East because of my heritage and fluency in Arabic, to teach English.
Attending an all‐girls high school was the most formative experience of my life, and I cherish all‐girls
education. The privilege of education in general has been the greatest gift of my life and I am passionate
about wanting to contribute to other young women being able to receive that gift.
Law School is my final goal. I hope to become a lawyer and advocate for women by representing and
supporting survivors of sexual violence and domestic abuse. I would also like to work for a non‐profit
like the ACLU or the National Organization for Women. I hope to work as a lawyer for the majority of my
life and possibly run for public office or be a judge.
I have many possibilities ahead of me because of the versatility of an English B.A.; however, I know in my
heart that wherever I end up, I will be writing and supporting women. I have been able to do this at
Chapman through my writing and my involvement in Greek life and clubs, such as Chapman Feminists.
Chapman is constantly giving me new tools to help, support, and work for women. My areas of study
and involvement have empowered me to further empower other women and that journey will continue
for the rest of my life.

