
 
 
 

I. Call to Order  
a. Roll Call 
b. Approval of Minutes  

i. Motion-Elliot Gardner 
ii. Second- Joe DeCasperis 

iii. Unanimous 
c. Approval of Agenda 

i. Motion-Peter Scheinman 
ii. Second- Alex Ballard  

iii. Unanimous  
d. Address Guests 

II. Old Business 
a. Print center is all set up! 

III. Committee Reports  
a. University Affairs Committee 

i. Alex Ballard: is now on the GE Review Committee, and has begun planning the 
roundtable discussions. More information on that with the outside committees 
report. Ballard is collaborating with civic engagement for the farmer’s market. 

ii. Joseph DeCasperis: is working on getting a mobile printer in Dodge. Senator 
DeCasperis and Vice President Tyler Porterfield met with Mike Pelly in 
December to discuss tuition transparency. Porterfield and DeCasperis will 
continue progress in the coming weeks.  

iii. Elena Dennis: is going to advocate for better services from the health center. 
Dennis plans to discuss with the health center what is working for them, and then 
send out a survey to students to evaluate their perspective. 

b. Academic Affairs Committee 
i. Michelle Zhou: Asking Christine for TLT data, 65% of TLT resources are 

used by Schmid. Will work on petition to get student support to increase 
TLT funding. Awaiting response from library for statistics taken during 
finals. 

ii. Yasi Sanandaj: Met with Dean Hill over interterm. New signage for 
computer lab in Crean to publicize it. Emailed Crean newsletter 
committee, newsletter to be sent out Monday the 13th.Presenting funding 
request for Crean furniture at senate this Friday. 

iii. Matthew Ghan: Worked on constitutional review. School for 
Communication voted for new Associate Dean.Town Hall is February 
23rd from 4:30-6:30PM, expected 50 attendees. Working on School of 
Communication newsletter, potentially a hire through the school to start 
social media platforms and run the newsletter. Trying to start speech and 
debate club, looking for fellowship for staff member to support it. Meeting 
with Dean Sparks next week. 

iv. Ansley Wong: Met with associate dean over interterm to discuss 
newsletter. CES does not have funds to support Campaign monitor yet. 
Goal is to have newsletter out by April! 

v. Sarah Tabsh: Met with yearbook editor Heather, with Megan, to discuss 
future of Chapman’s yearbook and possibilities on how to improve it. 



Contacted LMU’s yearbook staff for more information on how to improve 
our yearbook, awaiting response. Working out logistics with NYT online 
subscription to see if its worth it. 

c. Diversity Affairs Committee 
i. Juliane Corpus: Met with Dean Hill last week with Yasi to for updates and 

new possible projects for this upcoming semester. Dropping Career Fair 
project because it was too timely and it was a very slow process. Working 
on a buddy system type of thing like COPA and Digital Arts, possibly 
working with clubs to get it started. Doing research and then hopefully 
propose it to Crean Department Heads by the end of the month or 
beginning of March. Mobile printer is up and running. Got signage for the 
computer lab in Crean 

ii. Jerry Hu: Want to try to get a scale for the gym in Henley and the fitness 
center. Trying to get back in touch with Sherri for Res-Life projects. Will 
see if IS&T can fund a new printer. Finding a new meeting time for the 
Accessibility Committee 

iii. Dorcas Hoi: Working on newsletter with Ansley. Proposed structure for 
the newsletter and the work, etc. Meeting with the Dean of CES and the 
Associate Dean. In the Perceptions Task Force. Safe Space project has 
been slow, but many IES professors have shown interest and now Kelly 
McCuen is setting that up. 

iv. Ian Policarpio: Focusing on spreading awareness within COPA with what 
SGA is. Two students are on the ballot as of last week, maybe 5 others are 
interested in running, one might be a write-in. Went to Theater Town Hall 
last week, going to Music Town Hall this week. Meeting with Chair of 
Dance this Friday. Trying to go to the Dance Town Hall. Chair of Theater 
talked about a game show that wants to be hosted on Chapman’s campus 
and have the contestants & hosts be Chapman students, maybe having 
COPA students be competitors (like a talent show) 

d. Community Outreach Committee 
i. Elliot Gardner: sent an email to all committee members asking for two 

concrete improvements our committee could make this semester. All 
responses were sent in via email within the hour. Elliot would like to bring 
Mayor Smith to a SGA meeting so we can have open conversation 
between the government of our community and the government of our 
school. Elliot also would like to see stronger Chapman representation at 
the City Hall Counsel meetings. It’s important that we stay up to date with 
what is going on in our community so we can be more involved.  

ii. Sofia Caputo: will continue to take minutes for committee meetings this 
semester. Sofia had the idea of hosting a community car wash, where the 
proceeds could go to something local (money raised could possibly go to 
Respect Orange, as they are hoping to raise money to help rebuild the 
educational farm at Orange High School to ensure safety for the animals). 
She also had the idea of doing a “chappy” hour, where different 
performing groups on campus could come together for the night and 
people in the community could come and enjoy all the talent we have here 
on campus! 

iii. Ben Field:  would like to see our committee work closer with Respect 
Orange and possibly host a community event with the organization. Ben 



also had the idea of creating a webpage or some sort of communication 
thread where the community of Orange and SGA could stay connected 
and post about upcoming events, community service opportunities, etc. 

iv. Nicolette Burtis: would like to see our committee, and SGA as a whole 
reaching out to our constituents more to get feedback on events we put on. 
This will also increase our presence on campus. Nicolette would also like 
to see more SGA engagement within other clubs and events on campus put 
on by other organizations to show our involvement. 

v. Philip Bui: wants to see our committee be more communicative with 
students via tabling and emailing when it comes to events we put on. He 
also thinks we can improve on reaching out to students who live off 
campus so they feel included and are more aware of what events we put 
on. Philip would also like to make an Easter related event since the 
holiday is not one we have a break for and people will be on campus. This 
would be a great way to bring people together to bond over a picnic or 
possibly egg dying activities. 

vi. Ahmad Al Bunnia: would like to see a dinner including President Struppa, 
along with the residents of orange and students of Chapman, like a 
neighborhood event dinner, so we can create better relations and involve 
all layers of the community. Ahmad also had the idea of keeping in touch 
with community members outside of the events we host. Small gestures 
can go a long way! 

e. Allocations and Internal Affairs Committee 
i. Peter Scheinman: Still facing printer woes, is working with Kunal on the 

conference scholarship fund. 
ii. Shelby Stewart: Met with member of hockey team. They don’t receive 

funding from the school. Looking to find some sort of help for the team. 
iii. Megan Taban: Sarah and Megan met with yearbook staff and discussed 

the possibility of making a class for the yearbook. 
iv. Kunal Sharma: Wants to work with committee to restructure Conference 

Scholarship funding, as well as developing certain caps or controls on 
certain requests.  

v. Adam Frey: Looking into student run convenience store type thing.  
vi. Nico Scordakis: Trying to get in contact with the Wilson’s from Wilson 

field. 
f. Outside Committees 

i. Alex Ballard- the GE round tables will be February 17th BK401 
3:30-5PM, February 27th AF119B 10-11:30AM 

ii. Tyler Porterfield- Working on rooms in Beckman to be available to 
students instead of just faculty. Also working on virtual classrooms for 
students who have medical reasons to miss class so they can Skype into 
class.  

IV. New Business 
a. Funding Request: J Street U Chapman 

i. Total Requested: $5,656.77 
ii. Peter Scheinman- the event is important and I do believe it will benefit 

them as people and as students here.  
iii. Mitchell Rosenberg- the only problem I have with this is that there are 

students who just think this would be a fun experience and not really 



invested in the conference content.  
iv. Megan Taban- I don’t think that is really a problem if some are more 

invested than others because either way they’ll gain from the conference 
and it may be the door to get them to be more invested.  

v. Motion to fund in full- Megan Taban 
1. Second- Peter Scheinman  
2. Approval-16 Opposed-0 Abstained-2  

b. Funding Request: Delta Sigma Pi 
i. Total Requested: $5893.25 
ii. Nico Scordakis- I don’t think we should go one by one. It’s either we fund 

in full or partial funding.  
iii. Peter Sheinman- I agree but I think we should fund this in full.  
iv. Motion to fund in full- Peter 

1. Second- Michelle Zhou 
2. Approved-16 Opposed-0 Abstained-2 

c. Senate Structure Proposal: Vice President Porterfield *look at pdf  
i. Yasi Sanandaj- did you mean the first year senator would be here all four 

years 
1. Tyler Porterfield- No what I meant was that the first year is meant 

to be for freshman which creates involvement which would mean 
they would want to continue in SGA for the years to come but 
holding a different position.  

ii. Joe DeCasperis- I ‘d like to see updates on the committees to match the 
proposed structure because I don’t want us playing catch up to match 
everything next year. We should have everything ready and laid out and 
how exactly everything would work together.  

iii. Ahmad Al-Bunnia- I do think we should be focusing on our advocacies 
instead of elections but sometimes having more people would be better.  

iv. Peter Scheinman- I don’t think reducing the number of people would 
exactly make people more committed or productive people. I do believe 
Senate should be smaller but cutting 50% is difficult.  

v. Matthew Ghan- I still think that newer schools should have a second 
senator to help with the development.  

vi. Michelle Zhou- I don’t think the number of senators per school would 
make a difference because in my experience, Nicolette and I hardly 
collaborate together for our college on the same advocacy.  

vii. Sofia Caputo- I think that’s why we have at-large senators because they 
represent the whole school so if you need help with your college, then they 
would be the ones to help you and collaborate.  

viii. James Hart- The proportional idea doesn’t really work because some 
schools are more represented than the other because of funding. The 
quality factor is a problem as well because we don’t vet the candidates or 
look at the resumes so it is just a popularity contest. And as far as the 
at-large seats it seems as though we couldn’t figure out who was the 
people who weren’t represented yet and we just threw out an arbitrary seat 
to cover our basis.  

ix. Yasi Sanandaj- I do think we should shrink the number of senate but I 
don’t think we should reduce academic senators to just one. I do think it 
depends on the college.  



d. Newsletter Discussion  
i. Tyler Porterfield- This week I am requiring you to do your office hours 

outside this week and get 3-5 responses from your constituents on what 
they need and their concerns. The newsletter will be send out to the 
student body and there will no opt-out option. Or we could put our 
information in the student life email will have an opt out button but both 
newsletter will be bi-weekly. However the student life one will not just be 
SGA.  

ii. Ian Policarpio- I think students will get annoyed from all the emails.  
iii. Tyler- Each email would have graphics and different content so if students 

don’t want to know they won’t read it but they at least have the 
opportunity.  

iv. Joe DeCasperis- I completely agree because some people still don’t know 
about SGA and doing this will get our name out there.  

v. Peter Scheinman- Everyone gets Dean Price’s emails so I don’t think 
they’ll get annoyed by our bi-weekly email.  

vi. Mady Dewey- the idea of the newsletter is to be more interactive and not a 
recap of what we’ve done.  

vii. Ahmad Al-Bunnia- I think this should have been implemented a long time 
ago and I do think it should be sent out to everyone.  

viii. Option one soft poll- 14 
ix. Option two- 2  

V. Open Forum  
a. Pua'ikeana Club Funding Request 

i. We have been waiting for funding since August and we don’t understand 
why the process isn’t more far along than it should be.  

ii. James Hart- there were many conflicting invoices and budgets and so we 
did not bring the request to full senate.  

iii. Kunal Sharma- I am willing to sit down with you and get this don over the 
weekend and if everything is taken care of by Tuesday, the request can 
come to full senate next friday.  

b. Possiblly creating a Convenient store at Chapman and have it be student ran and 
managed.  

VI. Announcements  
a. Office Hours 
b. New Senator Headshots 
c. @SustainChapman 

VII. Adjournment  
a. Motion-Michelle Zhou 
b. Second- Phillip Bui 
c. Unanimous 

 
 
 


