APRIL 5, 1918

Weekly public health report tells
of first U.S. flu fatalities with three
deaths in Haskell, Kan.
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Number of U.S. deaths in
October 1918 alone during
the deadly second wave of

the pandemic, which hit from
September through November,
beginning in the Boston area
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675,000

Number of deaths in the U.S.
attributed to the pandemic

Decline in shipyard productivity
reported in New York City due to
flu illnesses in the midst of World
War |

12 veans

The number of years that life
expectancy in the U.S. had fallen
by 1919 because of the pandemic,
to 36.6 years for men and 42.2
years for women
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The number of people worldwide who
became infected with the virus, about
one-third of the world’s population
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Number of deaths worldwide
attributed to the pandemic
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Number of laboratory tests to
diagnose, detect or characterize
the fluin 1918
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2005

The year CDC researchers
were able to physically
reconstruct the 1918 pandemic
virus with reverse genetics. They
found the HA and PB1 virus
genes made for “maximum
replication and virulence”



The 1918 Pandemic

The influenza pandemic of 1918 spread across Europe, Asia and
Morth America in three distinct but uneven waves, and was fatal for

about 2 percent of those who caught it. Global data is incomplete,
but death rates in Britain hint at the severity of the three waves.
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the expected rate

Philadelphia Weekly deaths per 100,000
P -]\\‘ from 1918 pandemic above

Duration of social
distancing measures

San Francisco

Philadelphia waited
eight days after their
death rate began to
take off before banning
gatherings and closing distancing measures,
schools. They endured San Francisco faced
the highest peak death along second wave
rate of all cities studied. of deaths.

After relaxing social

Flattening the Curve

New York St. Louis

New York City began quarantine

measures very early—11 days St. Louis had strong social distanc-
before the death rate spiked. ing measures and a low total death
The city had the lowest death rate. The city successfully delayed
rate on the Eastern Seaboard. its peak in deaths, but faced a sharp

increase when restrictions were
temporarily relaxed.
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