
GUEST COLUMN 


Remembering Rose Friedman 

She and husband Milton provided the intellectual basis 


for the free market's Cold War victory. 


I had the 
privilege of at
tending a me
morial service 
in honor of 
Rose Director 
Friedman, held 
last month at 
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UNIVERSITY 
 stitution. 'Wbile 
Mrs. Fried-

man's exact year ofhirth is not 
known - the records were lost 
in the Russian shtetl where she 
was born - it's believed she died 
peacefully at the age of97. Like 
most memorial services, as 
warm memories were rekin
dled, we learned more about 
this gracious lady with the twin
kling eyes and endearing smile. 

For example, the secret in
gredient in Mrs. Friedman's 
chocolate chip cookies was fi
nally revealed. I'm sure I'm not 
the only one of Professor Fried
man's graduate students who 
has fond memoriE's of the delec
table cookies served at the par
ties we attended at their home. 
Turns out she added Grape 
Nuts to the mix. 

The impact of Rose Fried
man's remarkable collaboration 
'With her Nobel laureate hus
band, however, extended far be
yond chocolate chip cookies. As 
Mike Walker remarked at the 
service, "She made certain that 
Milton received all the atten
tion, but when it came down to 
the concept of the citizen and 
the state, Rose was the provo
cateur." 

Secretary George Shultz, 
who served as officiant, said as 
much in recalling a dinner par
ty where Rose dominated the 
discussion with her forceful ar
guments and incontrovertible 
logic. He went on to say no one 
truly knew the significance of 
her largely silent collaboration 
with Milton. 

Another speaker noted that 
it's not a mere coincidence that 
Milton Friedman's most influ
ential books, "Capitalism and 
Freedom" and "Free to 
Choose," were the two books he 
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co-authored with Rose. Those 
path-breaking works, along 
with the lO-part PBS series that 
accompanied "Free to Choose," 
are widely considered to be the 
intellectual basis for the free 
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Rose Director Friedman places 
a rose at the base of a bust of 
her late husband, Nobellau
reate economist Milton Fried
man, at Chapman University in 
2008. The university houses 
the couple's personal library. 

market's victory in the Cold 
War. 

Now that the Cold War has 
been won, the efficacy of the 
free market is under attack and 
the encroachment of intrusive 
government is again on the rise. 
That was the subject of a tele
phone discussion between one 
of the eulogists and Mrs. Fried
man just hours before she 
passed away. Her final salvo to 
the current administration's at
tack on free enterprise was 
pure Friedman: "They are look

ing for a scapegoat to hide their 
own failings." 

The memories I shared at the 
service involved the Friedmans' 
visits to the Chapman Uni
versity campus. When they at
tended the dedication of our 
Milton Friedman bust, which 
commemorates an endowed 
chair in economics, they took 
part in a lively Q&A with stu
dents. Milton's answer to one 
question was quickly followed 
by a retort from Rose: "Milton, 
that's not right." She then went 
on to display the power of her 
intellect in explaining why he 
was wrong. As someone who 
had never seen Milton Fried
man back off or yield easily to a 
counterargument, I was sur
prised and even a bit shocked to 
witness him sitting silently. See
ing the pensive look in his eyes, 
I concluded that he wasn't sim
ply being respectful to his bE'
loved wife. On the contrary, I'm 
pretty sure he knew she was 
dght. 

Rose Friedman's last trip to 
Chapman occurred not long af
ter her husband's passing. She 
returned to the campus to dedi
cate the Milton and Rose Fried
man Reading Room in our 
Leatherby Libraries, which now 
houses the Friedman's personal 
library of the hundreds of books 
they collected during their 68
year marriage. 

After a long day of ceremo
nies, speeches and talks, Mrs. 
Friedman asked to visit her 
husband's bust. We walked 
there together and shared a 
quiet moment pondering the 
sculpture. She then took a rose 
from her purse and gently 
placed it on the pedestal. 

I have a photograph of Rose 
placing that rose and gazing 
with tenderness at her hus
band's likeness. It's a photo
graph I treasure. I often look at 
it and think of the memoir they 
wrote of their life together, 
"Two Lucky People," and I real
ize how lucky I am to have 
known these two gr€'at cham
pions of capitalism and free
dom. 
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